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1 . SUMMARY. THE AMBASSADOR. ACCOMPANIED BY THE 
DEFENSE ATTACHE, LIEUTENANT COLONEL RICHARD D HUGHES, 

DISCUSSED THE PROJECTED FY-1979 IMET PROGRAM FOR MALI 
WITH LIEUTENANT COLONEL BOUGARI SANGARE, ARMY CHIEF OF 
STAFF, ON MAY 5. SANGARE WILL DRAW UP A LIST OF TRAIN- 
ING NEEDS FOR CONSIDERATION . END SUMMARY. 

2. THE AMBASSADOR HAD ASKED FOR AN APPOINTMENT WITH 
DEFENSE MINISTER KISSIMA DOUKARA TO INFORM HIM OF THE 
IMET PROGRAM REQUESTED FOR MALI IN FY-1979, BUT THE 
APPOINTMENT DID NOT COME THROUGH BEFORE DOUKARA WAS 
ARRESTED ON FEBRUARY 28 FOR PLOTTINGTO OVERTHROW 
PRESIDENT MOUSSA TRAORE. IN THE ENSUING PERIOD OF 
INSTABILITY, IT WAS DECIDED TO KEEP THE MATTER IN 
SUSPENCE UNTIL THINGS HAD SETTLED DOWN, PARTICULARLY 
SINCE THE PRESIDENT HIMSELF HAD ASSUMED THE DEFENSE 
PORTFOLIO ON AN INTERIM BASIS, MANY SECOND-LEVEL 
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OFFICERS HAD ALSO BEEN ARRESTED, AND THE MILITARY 
ORGANIZATION STRUCTURE WAS UNCLEAR. 

3. WITH THE COINCIDENCE OF THE DEFENSE ATTACHE'S 

VISIT AND THE ANNOUNCEMENT OF THE NEW CABINET ON MAY 4 
(THE PRESIDENT RETAINS THE DEFENSE MINISTRY), THE 
AMBASSADOR AND LIEUTENANT COLONEL HUGHES TOOK THE 
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OPPORTUNITY TO RAISE THE IMET PROGRAM WITH LIEUTENANT 
COLONEL BOUGARI SANGARE, ARMY CHIEF OF STAFF, DURING 
THEIR CALL ON HIM ON MAY 5. 

4. COLONEL SANGARE WAS REMOVED FROM HIS POSITION AS 
CHIEF OF STAFF OF THE ARMY BY FORMER DEFENSE MINISTER 
DOUKARA IN EARLY 1977. HE WAS REINSTATED FOLLOWING 
THE PREEMPTIVE COUP OF FEBRUARY 28 AND HAS IN ADDITION 
BEEN NANDLING VARIOUS DAY-TO-DAY QUESTIONS IN THE 
DEFENSE MINISTRY FOR PRESIDENT TRAORE. UNDER THE NEW 
ARRANGEMENTS OF MAY 4, HE WILL RETURN TO THE GENERAL 
STAFF HEADU Q ARTERS TO CONCENTRATE ON THE ARMY CHIEF OF 
STAFF JOB. 

5. IN THAT POSITION HE WILL BE RESPONSIBLE FOR 
TRAINING IN ALL THE SERVICES. SANGARE INDICATED 
FAMILIARITY WITH U.S. MILITARY TRAINING PROCEDURES, 

HAVING BEEN INVOLVED IN TRAINING MATTERS IN THE EARLU 
60'S. 

6. WE INFORMED HIM ON MAY 5 5#-5, ASSUMING THE CONGRESS ACTED 
FAVORABLY, A GRANT OF $180,000 IN MILITARY TRAINING 

WOULD BE AVAILABLE FOR MALI IN FY-1979, SHORTLY AFTER 
OCTOBER 1, 1978. ABOUT HALF THAT SUM WOULD GO FOR AN 
ENGLISH-LANGUAGE LABORATORY AND AN AMERICAN INSTRUCTOR 
AND THE REST WOULD BE USED FOR TRAINING MALIANS IN THE 
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UNITED STATES, IN SUCH FIELDS AS ENGLISH INSTRUCTION 
METHODS, ENGINEERING, SUPPLY, OR MANAGEMENT, ACCORDING 
TO MALI'S NEEDS. WE EXPLAINED THAT MATERIEL WAS NOT 
AVAILABLE, NOR WAS PILOT TRAINING. 

7. COLONEL SANGARE EXPRESSED GREAT PLEASURE THAT THE 
MILITARY TRAINING RELATIONSHIP BETWEEN MALI AND 

THE UNITED STATES WOULD BE RESUMED AND COMMENTED THAT 
MALIAN MILITARY PERSONNEL TRAINED IN THE UNITEDESTATES 
IN THE PAST WERE REGARDED AS HAVING RECEE VED THE BEST 
INSTRUCTION AND WERE AT THE TOP OF THEIR SPECIALTIES. 

8. HE AGREEDD TO PROVIDE A LIST OF DESIRED TRAINING 

AS SOON AS POSSIBLE SO THAT ARRANGEMENTS COULD BE MADE 
FORHMHE VISIT OF A USEUCOM TRAINING TEAM IN THE RELATIVELY 
NEAR BUTURE. 

9. COLONEL SANGARE ALSO ASKED ABOUT THE POSSIBILITY 
OF BUYING UNIFORMS IN THE UNITED STATES. WE SAID WE 
WOULD LOOK INTO THE QUESTION AFTER HE SUBMITTED A LIST 
OF REQUIREMENTS. 

BYRNE 
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